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N° 36 Monday, April 10. 17247. 





Quorum id Perfidia et Perjurio fiat, Deos nunc 
Teftes eff, mox fore Ultores. Liv. 





8S there are no Doétrines or Tenetss 
» however ridiculous or abfurd, which 
g have not obtain’d fome Favourers and 
§ Profelites; fo there never were any Ac- 
» tions, however vile or impolitick, which 
: have not been coloured over by defign- 
Ing Men (the Managers and Conduéters of them) with 
plaufible Pretences and artful Reprefentations. Dun- 
kirk was not fold to the French, nor Tangier demolifh’d, 
in the Reign of King Charles II, without fome fpe- 
cious Reafons, befides that prevailing one of Money, 
to juftify thofe Meafures, and impofe on the Publick ; 
and though the Folly and Wickednefs of thofe Ac- 
tions have been fince fully condemned by all Men of 
Senfe as well as Hiftorians ; and the Effeéts of them 
(efpecially of the vile Bargain for Dunkirk) were fe- 
verely felt in our late Wars with France and Spain; 
yet it cannot be forgot what Intereft was ufed, in the 
laft Reign, to refcue it from that juft Sentence of De- 
ftruction, which was’pafled upon it by the Treaty of 
Utrecht; and though perhaps the fame Kind of 
Arguments, which procured the Sa/e of this Place in - 
the former Reign, were employed to prevent its De- 
molitionin the Jatter; yet it isevident that they had not 
the fame Weight with, the Queen and her Minifrry. 
When- 
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Whenever, therefore, I look back on thefe Tranf- 
actions, I can eafily account for any Objeétions, that 
I meet with in Converfation, againft the Importance 
of Gibraltar, or any Reafons that I hear urged for 
its Reffitution ; which, by reflecting on paft Occur. 
rences, do not fo much raife my Aftonifhment, as 
they. provoke my Indignation. 

But as I have, in my laft Papex, given the Reader 
afhort and plain Sketch of the Advantages, whick 
we receive from this Place; fo it cannot be improper 
to examine the Objections againft it ; which we fhall 
find to be jut the fame, that were formerly made 
Ule of againft our Poffeflion of Dunkirk and Taare 

ier. 

In the firft Place, it is faid, by fome ignorant and 
unthinking Perfons, that the Poffeffion of this Place 
puts the Nation, every Year, to a greater Expence 
than, it is.worth. In Anfwer to This, it is fufficient 
to obferve that the whole Charge of maintaining it, 
in Times of Peace, does not amount to much above 
Sifty Thoufand Pounds a Year; which is no great 
Article in feven or eight Millions, that are ufually 
railed for the current Expences of the Government, 
and the Intgreft. of the Debts; and might eafily be 
faved by. cutting off only wine or ten ufele/s Penfionss 
gr fome other upneceffary Burthens. 

As to its Expence in Time of War, [think I have 
faid enough in. my former Paper to prove, from the 
Importance of it, that let it be what it will, it can 
not be more than it is seally worth; and if fo, how 
ridiculous and unreafonable would any Parfimony be, 
in this Cafe? Have we not, for thirty or forty 
Years pait, made War at the Expence of Hundreds 
of Millions, and lot balf a Million of Men, to ob- 
tain Kingdoms, Principalities and Dominions for other 
Princes; and thall we now think much of a necef- 
fary Expence for maintaining and defending our own 
jae Right and Property againk Thofe, for whofe S.ke: 
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we have lavifhed away fuch immenfe Sums in a vo- 
Juntary Manner? 

An ingenious Writer on this Subject makes the fol- 

lowing Obfervation, concerning the Charge of main- 
taining Gibraltar, and fuch Objeétions againft it. 
** Strange and furprizing Inftance of our meso 
** Frugality and good Husbandry! that we, who for 
“« thirty Years together, have rioted in Millions ; 
«* and, ‘till Heaven bleffed us with the prefent Mini- 
«« firy, never minded what we gave; nor to whom ; 
«« we, who drained the Exchequer, and mortgaged 
«« the Nation, fhould now, from a Principle of 
* Saving, facrifice the fole Fruit of all our Expences, 
** to prevent a Charge, which is but equal to That 
“© of a few wufele/s Penfions! Thank Heaven, from 
« lavifhing Millions, we are grown thrifty in Pounds, 
« Shillings and Pence. 

However, this Evil might, long ago, have been 
remedied, and may ftill be remedied, by the Probity 
and good Management of the prefent Miniffers ; for 
it is generally believed that if the Place inDifpute had 
been declared a free Port, like Leghorr, on our firft 
Poffeffion of it, being full as commodious as that 
for Trade; and if a civil Government had been efta- 
blithed there, inftead of a military One; it would 
long fince have maintained itfelf by a moderate Duty 
on all Goods imported and exported ; and would 
thereby have deprived the neighbouring Ports ef 
Spain of great Part of their Trade ; by which Means 
there would have been no Complaint of its prefent 
Charge ; but, on the contrary, the Profits made by 
its Governors, added to the other Advantages of a 
Sree Port, would, in all Probability, have been more 
than fufficient to have eafed the Government at home 
of that Burthen. 

But if, for want of fucha Regulation, thefe and 
tke like Arguments fhall be efteemed valid, and it 

fhould be thought advifeable to give up this im- 
portant 
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a Place, in order to avoid Expence; the next 
emand, perhaps, which the Spaniard will make 
on us, will be to furrender our Colonies in the Wef 
Indies; then Plymouth, Port/mouth, and fo on; 
with which it would be equally reafonable to com- 
ply, becaufe we fhould be at a great Expence to de- 
fend them againft their Attempts ; and thus we may 
continue giving one Thing after another, till we be- 
come the Scorn and Contempt of the whole World. 

It is faid farther, that even fuppofing the Spaniards 
fhould take this Place, or it fhould be delivered up 
to them, we might ftill expeét to have the Advan- 
tage of the Port and Harbour upon all Occafions. 
This is juft as reafonable, as it would be for a Man 
to part with his Coat off his Back, or his Sword 
from his Side, in order to borrow them, or beg the 
Ufe of them, when he ftands in need; arid, in all 
Probability, will meet with a Denial. 

Another Objeétion is, that the Spaniards will ne- 
ter be eafy whilit Gibraltar is in our Hands; and 
therefore it is neceflary to part with it, in order to 
procure a Peace, and fettle the Tranquility of Ez- 
rope. Ihave before obferved (and indeed the whole 
Kingdom has obferved it in their Addrefes) that 
this Place has been yielded to us by folemn Treaties, 
as well as acquired in lawful War; and that the 
King of Spain, by acceding to the Quadruple Alli- 
ance, renounced al] Claim to it, whether by Promife 
or otherwife, which was previous to that Treaty. 
But fuppofing it true, that the King of Spain will 
not be contented without it ; muft Peace, as well as 
War, be always negotiated at ovr Expence, and mutt 
our Interef? always be facrificed to the Tranquility 
of Europe? It is well known that, in the Reign of 
King Charles II. the Spaniards demanded the Re- 
ftitution of Famaica with as much Importunity as 
they now demand That of Gibraltar ; yet by obfti- 
nate Refulals (even in that Reign, which was or 
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of the beft) and long Poffeffion, we feem to have 
filenced them on that Head; as I doubt not we 
might foon do on the other, by the Exercife of a 
little publick Virtue and Conflancy to our Country. 

The. fame ingenious Author, before cited, has, a 
very just Remark on this Occafion. 

*«s Has any Eaglifh Minifiry, fays he, ever pre- 
«+ famed to propofe to the King, to deliver up the 
« Dutchies, of Bremen, and Verhdgn, in order to 
«“ procure a Peace in the North; to fettle the fo 
«« much defired Balance of Power there; and to 
«* prevent the Charge to. Eng/and of fending out 
« annual Fleets at a very great Expence ? And yet, 
it is faid, his Majefty, before the lait Treaty with 
“* Sweden, pretended no Title to thofe Countries, 
« but a Mortgage from a Prince, who. had no other 
« himftlf but Corqueft, And dares any one pro 
“« pofe to a Britifh King the delivering, to,a, baffled 
and. fubdued Enemy, the moj important Place in 
the World to the Trade and naval Empire of 
England; the Key of the Mediterranean; the 
Terror of owr Enemies; and the beft Pledge of 
our new Friendfbips + and This too, after we have 
«¢ an undoubted ‘Title to it; to which thofe Nations 
** are Guarantees, who have the greate/? Intereft vo 
« wreft it out of ous Hands? 

Indeed; fome Men have been fo weak as to make 
This an Argumeni for its Reftitution. We muft, 
fay they, confent to deliver it up, becaufe even our 
Friends and Allies join with our Exemies in this De- 
mand. “ I confels, /ays the fame Author, there 
“ are many Reafoms why They fhould defize it; 
“ (particularly the French) but they are wnanjweradble 
“« Reafons too, why we fhould hear fuch a Propo. 
* fition with Horror. 

I muf beg Leave to quote one more Paflage from 
this Writer. “God has now fent us a Minifiry, 
“ whe will mend all thofe Faults, which They a 
the 
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* the firft to condemn. The Intereft of the Publick is 
‘ their Intereft. They have no /ecret Purpofes to 
“© ferve by dark and fhameful Treaties—lIn fine, they 
‘ have no de/perate Game to play, to defend them 
from the Effeéts of de/perate Meafures; nor have 
“¢ they, like the others, been trepann’d and out-wit- 
“ tel by France; nor have any ungenerous Advantages 
“* been taken of their Credu/ity, when they had en- 
“* gaged Themfelves and their Country beyond Re- 
“© treat. 

Upon the whole, we may reft affured, that this 
important Fortre/s (the Strength and Glory of Great 
Britain) will never be given up either by a pudlick 
or private Treaty, upon any Confideration whatfoe- 
ver; but we may conclude with the Gentlemen of 
Hertfordfire, that, “ whatever the Ememies to our 
“« Peace may conceive from the intriguing Schemes 
“ of their felfifh, enterprizing Politicians, we doubt 
** not but that good Providence, which fo fignally 
“ proteéts his Majefty and thefe Kingdoms, will abate 
** their Pride and confound their Devices. D 


~ « 


Friday, April 7. 
Jo Cates D’Anvers, E/g 


SIR, 
6 I frequently employ my Thoughts for 
a 


the Service of my Country, yet I know no 
y of communicating my Projeés to the World, 
unlefs you will be pleafed to take them into your 
Protection, and recommend them to the Publick. 
The common Subjeét of all Converfation, and the 
beaten Topick of moft Pamphlets, at prefent, is that 
abominable Corruption, which is faid to prevail in al- 
mott all 4/femb/ies. Whether This be really true, or 
whether it is only Matter of popular Clamour, I can- 
rot take upon me to determine; but let it be which 
1t 
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it will, I thiak I have found out a certain and inful- 
lible Remedy for it. I cannot indeed fay that it will 
immediately remove the. Ev:/; but I am_ confident 
that it will deftroy all the dad Effeé?s that may pro- 
ceed from it. 

WhatI would propofe, Sir, is, that every Peron, 
who fhall be hereafter known to vote, on.any Occa- 
fion, for a Bribe, Gratuity, or Penfion, or hall be 
under any other pecuniary Influence, thould be di- 
{tinguifhed, as all other Animals are, that are vendi- 
bie, by fome outward and vifible Token; and as you 
may know an Hor/e, that is to be /i/d, by.a Piece of. 
colour’ d Ribaud on the Bridle ; or as the Courtezans, 
in fome Countries, abroad, are obliged to wear an 
Habit. different from modeft Women; fo I would 
have all corrupt Perjous, who proftitute théir Voices 
for Hire, be obliged. to wear a. Knot of Ribands un- 
der their left Ear ; that all People might know. them 
as they walk along the Street. This Eer-mark, for 
aught I know, may. be the. only Way. to, make Man- 
kind afhamed, of Corruption, and will certainly. have 
this good Effect at leaft, that it will foon deftroy 
all thofe foolith Rarity Notions of Whig and Tory, 
which have fo long made Diftinétions amongft us, 
and kept honeft Men, on both Sides, from difcovering 
that they meant, in Truth, the /ame Thing, however 
they might differ in their party Denominations. 
Happy will it be for this Kingdom, when. there fhall 
be no other Diftinétion prevailing amongit us, but 
That of the Knorrisrs and Anri-Kyorrists ! 

Before I refolved: to fend you this Prepa/a/, I com- 
municated.it to a Friend of; mine, who isa dry Jokers 
and a great Lover of a, Puz. He told me that he 
knew, in this Kingdom, a. Set of as knotty-beaded 
Fellows as any, in Chrifiendom; but I, who am a 
grave Man my felf, reproved him. for fuch a ludi- 
crous Conceit ; and told him that he ought not to 
turn ferious Things into Ridicule. 





I leave 








